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Webster Area School District
Return to School 2020
(Draft: July 31, 2020)

The Webster Area School District has developed a re-opening plan in conjunction with the South
Dakota Department of Health “Reopening Checklist”, and the South Dakota Department of Education
“Starting Well 2020” documents. Other resources were attained through professional collaboration
among state-wide school officials, Associated School Boards of South Dakota (ASBSD), and School
Administrators of South Dakota (SASD).
The district conducted a parent survey beginning July 9, 2020. The survey data showed strong
support to make efforts to reopen school as originally scheduled. We know that students thrive in a
safe and structured environment. Our teachers provided quality instruction, assignments/activities,
and assessments via FLEX learning during our long-term closure last spring. That experience,
however, revealed that most students learn best in the classroom with their teacher and with their
classmates. It is our intention to begin school “in person” with health guidelines in place to minimize
or prevent the spread of COVID-19.
Important Dates/Procedures




School begins: Thursday, August 20, 2020
Back-to-School BBQ: CANCELLED
K-6 (back-to-school visits by request/appointment only – not required)

The district will continue to monitor updates and guidance from the Center for Disease Control (CDC),
the South Dakota Department of Health (DOH), the Department of Education (DOE), and risks
associated with COVID-19 in and around our immediate area.
Guiding Principles







Schools will provide instruction this fall and throughout the 2020-2021 school year.
COVID-19 will continue to spread, with or without a vaccine, through the 2020-2021 school
year.
Asymptomatic individuals can be infectious
The potential for exposure to the virus at some point is extremely high regardless of mitigation
efforts.
All COVID-19 policies/practices put in place are designed to mitigate, NOT eliminate risk.
Coordinated efforts between Parents, Students, and the School District can greatly reduce that
risk.

School Expectations




Continued focus on providing a safe environment for students and staff.
The district will take reasonable steps within the context of COVID-19 spread in the community
to protect the school community.
School leaders will make reasonable judgements to limit the spread of COVID-19 while
providing for continuity of learning.
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Every student will have the opportunity to engage in a full year of learning regardless of the
spread of the virus.

Family Expectations













Understand that these guidelines have been determined by health, educational, and
community professionals.
Follow the Student Symptom Screening Checklist DAILY (see last page of this plan).
Monitor your child’s heath regularly. Keep your child home if they have a fever, chills,
cough, cold or flu-like symptoms. Create a family plan in the event that your child is
sent home from school due to high temperature or is required to be quarantined or
isolated.
Practice personal responsibility in preventing the spread of COVID-19. Teach and encourage
the same personal responsibility to your child.
BEST PREVENTION – Washing hands with water/soap for at least 20 seconds is still one of
the best methods of preventing the spread of COVID-19.
Send your child to school with a mask and encourage him/her to wear it. Practice
wearing a mask at home and in public, prior to the beginning of school.
For children with asthma, allergies, or other non-contagious health conditions that may cause
similar symptoms, please email the school nurse (heather.gaikowski@k12.sd.us) when your
child is exhibiting symptoms due to those health conditions.
Talk to your child about changes they may notice at school, reinforcing that these measures
are in place for their own health/safety and the health/safety of others.
Prepare to adapt to change. Schedule modifications and/or closures may be unavoidable.
Trust that the school district personnel have the best interest for your child. Please contact the
school if you have specific concerns.

Monitoring Student Health (in school) – Screening and School Exclusion
Note: For all illness, the school district will continue to exclude students from school
with a temperature of 100.0 or above.
Note: Information from “Screening K-12 Students for Symptoms of COVID-19:
Limitations and Considerations Screening Students for Symptoms” – July 23, 2020
Note: The CDC does not currently recommend that universal symptom screenings be
conducted at schools.
Symptoms (SECTION 1)
People with COVID-19 have had a wide range of symptoms reported – ranging from mild
symptoms to severe illness. Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the virus
(CDC guidelines). People with these symptoms may have COVID-19:






Temperature 100.4 degrees or higher
Sore throat
Uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (for students with chronic allergic /
asthmatic cough, a change in their cough from baseline)
Fatigue
Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain
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New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever
Muscle or body aches

Close Contact / Potential Exposure (SECTION 2)
 Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with
confirmed COVID-19; or
 Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with a
person under quarantine for possible exposure to COVID-19; or
 Traveled to or live in an area where the local, Tribal, territorial, or state health
department is reporting large numbers of cases; or
 Lives in areas of high community transmission, while the school stays open (not
currently an issue for our school district)
School Exclusion / Return to School
1. If a student/employee EXIBITS one or more of the symptoms listed (SECTION 1), but
has NOT INDICATED any of the items for close contact / potential exposure
(SECTION 2), the student should be excused from school in accordance with the school
illness policy.
2. If a student/employee EXIBITS one or more of the symptoms listed (SECTION 1), and
HAS INDICATED any of the items for close contact / potential exposure (SECTION 2),
the student should be referred for evaluation by their healthcare provider and possible
testing. The student should remain at home, isolate themselves from others, monitor their
health, and follow directions from the South Dakota Department of Health.
3. Students and employees who test positive for COVID-19 will be excluded from school and
will follow the guidance of the South Dakota Department of Health.
Return to School After Exclusion
Once a student or employee is excluded from the school environment, they may return if they
satisfy the recommendations of the CDC. Although the CDC states that schools should NOT
require testing results as part of the Return to School policy, the following CDC guidelines shall
be adhered to:
 Symptomatic and Potentially Exposed—Persons shall isolate ten (10) days since the
symptoms first appeared and at least 24 hours without a fever (without fever reducing
medicine).
 Asymptomatic and Exposed—Persons who had contact with a person who has tested
positive for COVID-19 shall quarantine fourteen (14) days.
 Tested Negative-Asymptomatic—Persons who have been excluded due to COVID-19
symptoms and have tested negative may return once they are fever free for at least 24
hours without medication.
 Tested Positive-Asymptomatic: Persons who have not had symptoms but tested
positive for COVID-19 may return when they have gone ten calendar days from the date
they tested positive and have been released by a healthcare provider.
Medical Inquiries:
 If a parent tells the district/school that a student is ill, the district/school will ask the
parent whether the student is exhibiting any symptoms of COVID-19.
 If an employee calls in sick or appears ill, the district/school can inquire as to whether
the employee is experiencing any COVID-19 symptoms.
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Note: Even without symptoms, if a student or employee has recently had contact with a person with a suspected or
confirmed case of COVID-19, has someone in their home being tested for COVID-19, or has recently traveled from
somewhere considered to be a “hot spot” by the CDC, the district/school may exclude the student or employee from the
school building and recommend that they self-quarantine for 14 calendar days. Decisions in these circumstances will be
made in collaboration with public health officials and will vary based upon the specific circumstances. In addition, new
students enrolling from outside the district may be required to follow the same “hot spot” guidelines as above.

Facility Preparedness








The facility has undergone a thorough cleaning over the summer.
Daily disinfecting will be conducted by all staff.
Hand sanitizer is available in every classroom and in other high traffic areas throughout the
building.
The District will also ensure adequate supplies of soap, sanitizer, and supplies to
accommodate the need to wash and sanitize.
Bottle fillers will be installed to minimize touching. Students are encouraged to bring their own
water/water bottles daily.
Plexiglas barriers will be installed in high-traffic areas (office/lunch line/libraries).
HVAC filters will be monitored and replaced more frequently than usual.

Middle School / High School









Classrooms will be arranged to increase space between desks.
Lunch schedules/locations will be adjusted to decrease student numbers and increase space
during specific lunch periods.
Schedules will be adjusted whenever possible to limit the number of students and staff in the
halls as much as possible.
Back packs will be permitted to minimize traffic at lockers.
Staggered class dismissal. Students will practice staggered locker access.
Cell phones cubbies will not be used. Strict visual and audio monitoring will be practiced.
Limit parent access to office area only (unless by appointment). Parents/guests will not be
permitted to enter the hallways.
Students are encouraged to bring their own water bottle(s) to minimize use of public fountains.
Those using the fountains are encouraged to use the bottle filling stations (where available) to
limit contact.

Elementary


8 am recess – This has changed from the last notice you received, we are going to have
students on the playground from 8-8:15. Supervisors will be out there from 8-8:15. The
breakfast program for those that want to participate starts at 7:55. On the first 2 days of
school, students are to meet their teacher on the playground in a designated area. The
designated area will be available on the website and teachers will be sending this information
out to parents of students in their classroom. Classroom teachers will separate the students
into groups, so when going to lockers, they can distance themselves from each other. Groups
will be blue, green, & yellow, created by classroom teachers.
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Students will need to come to school with a mask. The school will have extra masks in case
one is lost or not working properly. Parents should practice wearing masks at home prior to
school.
A couple staff members will be creating a video to send out regarding mask wearing and
expectations. There will not be an open house. Parents and students wanting to visit with
teacher and/or bring supplies before the start of the school year should contact their child’s
teacher to make arrangements.
Deadline date will need to be set for parents deciding if they are going to send their students to
school, home-school them, or choose to do online education from home.
School will purchase extenders and lanyards for students that want to use them when taking
their mask on and off.
Recess (AM & PM):
o Students will be separated in groups for recess (Prek-2) and (3-5). Students are to
keep their distance from one another on the playground, with absolutely no touching of
each other. This will be a challenge, so parents should practice this at home before
school starts.
o Recreational balls will be allowed on the playground and will be kept by the entrances
and will be sanitized after each recess. Parents will need to educate their child if they
don’t want them touching recreational balls or equipment.
o 2 doors will be used to exit and enter the school so we can keep encouraging social
distancing.
 2nd and 3rd grade will use the south doors. Prekindergarten will use the door by
their classroom. Other grades will use the east door. Students will go right to
their classroom and with guidance given from the classroom teacher if they need
to go to their locker.
o Once colder weather comes, we’ll have to make adjustments to the recess procedures.
Music and Physical Education (PE) class:
o Students will go to PE and utilize the space in the gym. If weather cooperates, PE
teacher will utilize the space outside to have class.
o Music class will take place in the music room. Curriculum will focus on music
appreciation. Masks will be required when singing along with social distancing.
Guidance class – Will take place in the extra classroom we have. Measures will be taken to
clean the area before another class enters the classroom. Guidance lessons will focus on
Covid-19 information and mental health at the beginning of the school year.
Library class – Students will still come to the library to select books. Measures will be taken to
social distance, sanitize areas, and check out process for books.
Accelerated Reader Program – This will still take place, however students will be encouraged
to take tests at home, which will reduce the amount of time they spend on a computer here at
school.
Parents will not be allowed to enter the school, once school starts Aug. 20 th. Parents will need
to drop items off at the office and it will be delivered to the child.
Parents waiting to pick up students after school should wait outside or in their vehicles to
maintain social distancing. We do not want parents waiting in the corridor by the elementary
office.
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Title, Special Education classrooms will have sectioned Plexiglas units to separate students
during their classroom group instruction. Some classroom teachers have requested these
also.
Lunch:
o Markings on the floor will assist students to maintain social distancing when lining up to
get their food and dumping their trays.
o Students will be spaced out at the tables to maintain social distancing. The elementary
gym and possible classrooms will also be used to during lunch to spread out the
students.
o Areas will be cleaned when students leave.
o Times might have to be adjusted to accommodate for the changes.
Computer lab – masks will be required and cleaning will take place after a student uses the
keypad/chair.
Milk break – Assigned students will get milk from the refrigerator in the kitchen area at
assigned times.
Bathroom breaks will be scheduled by the classroom teachers. Cleaning of bathrooms will
occur often throughout the day.
Students will not be able to use water fountains in school. Please have student bring a water
bottle to school. Water dispensers will be placed in the elementary.
Hallway walking – Students will be taught to walk using social distancing and reminded to stay
in their lane.

Masks / Face Shields








Masks will be required in specific areas throughout the school day (bus, hallways, other). Staff
and administration will designate reasonable expectations for masks…when/where not to
require masks.
Masks in Motion - Strongly encourage masks for students/staff when moving about the
building.
Masks in Minimized Areas - Strongly encourage masks when social distancing is minimized
(less than 6 feet).
Any student visiting the nurse shall wear a mask.
Staff will model and encourage preventive measures. Please note that staff will wear masks
and face shields in specific teaching/learning situations.
If you feel you are high risk or wish to practice preventative measures, the district would
encourage you to use/wear any Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) of your choosing.

Social and Emotional Wellbeing of Students and Staff
The social and emotional wellbeing of students and staff is always a priority. The school district will
work with our mental health professionals and counselors to provide families and staff resources to
access. The school counselors will work with staff and parent(s)/guardian(s) to work individually with
students or in the group setting to assist with students' social and emotional wellbeing.





Acknowledging stress / Common Stress Reactions
Self-care (students and staff)
Coping strategies
Guidance lessons – focus on social / emotional resources
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Transportation
The District encourages a collaborative effort between its guidelines and that which families can do to
ensure that healthy students are boarding the bus each morning. The district and Sheyenne
Transportation will implement the following:









Bus drivers will check the temperature of each rider prior to fully boarding the bus. A noncontact thermometer will be utilized.
Families must have a plan in place in the event that a child is not permitted to board the bus
due to a high body temperature.
Seating on the bus will be by family if at all possible. Students will social distance as bus
space allows. Additional space between riders (empty seats) will be utilized as the bus space
allows.
Students first boarding the bus shall sit in the back of the bus with additional riders filing in
back to front. Departing the bus shall be the reverse process (front seats exit first).
Students are encouraged to wear a mask upon entering the bus.
Students are encouraged to refrain from touching other seats and/or handrails unless
necessary to safely enter/exit the bus.
Buses will be sanitized prior to each route.

Teaching and Learning:








Three delivery models for teaching and learning:
o School in session for all students.
o FLEX learning for our students who are not able/ready to return to the school buildings.
 Deadline to request distance learning option (Friday, August 7, 2020)
 Distance learning provider – Note: A non-district instructor will communicate and
guide student/parent.
 Registration/agreement required. Students may return to school within 28
calendar days
 K-8 – Acellus curriculum will be provided by the district.
 9-12 – NSU e-learning and APEX will be provided by the district.
o FLEX learning for ALL students in the event that school closure is necessary (short-term
or long-term).
Learning Management Systems (LMS)
o Google Classrooms and Google Meets will be utilized for grades 3-12.
o SeeSaw and Google Meets will be utilized for grades PK-2.
o The LMS will be the primary mode of communication with students.
o Email will be the primary mode of communication with parents.
Technology
o Chromebooks 5-12
o Chromebooks and iPads (as available) PK-4
o Internet connectivity – the district will coordinate with Internet providers (free or
discounted per provider abilities).
FLEX learning expectations:
o While school is IN-session, students utilizing FLEX learning will have the same level of
responsibility to submit work on time parallel to expectations as on-site students.
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o Flex learners should not expect the same level of interaction or availability from their
instructors as the on-site students due to classroom responsibilities. A communication
schedule will be worked out between Flex students and their instructor.
o Note that, when necessary, notification for transitioning to FLEX learning for ALL
students may be swift due to changing dynamics associated with COVID-19
Specials (Title & SPED)
o Service providers, evaluators, teachers, and para-educators will wear face shields when
social distancing is not possible.
o Providers will wear gloves when deemed necessary.
o Instructional areas will be disinfected between sessions/students.
o IEP and other parent meetings will be conducted via Zoom or phone conference
whenever possible. Social distancing and personal protective equipment will be utilized
for in-person meetings.
o When working in small groups for direct instruction or academic support, staff and
students will wear masks.
o Plexiglas dividers will be used when necessary.

Activities and Electives







It should be noted that there are potential risks for the spread of COVID-19 associated with
athletic and fine arts activities and/or electives.
Parents will decide whether their child will participate in activities (extra-curricular) and
electives (for example, physical education, band, and chorus) sponsored by the District.
Students may choose other courses to complete their schedules.
Performing Arts – Follow guidelines of the
o Practice outdoors (marching band), in the gymnasium, or in smaller groups practicing
social distancing.
o Consider multiple buses for transportation, or limit/eliminate fall travel
Athletics – Follow SDHSAA guidelines.
o Consider parent spectators only.
o Consider multiple buses for transportation.

Food Service








Lunch schedules will be staggered to prevent mass groups waiting in line.
Lines will be extended beyond normal locations to allow for increased social distancing.
The elementary gym will be utilized during elementary and middle school lunch to allow for
increased social distancing.
Student lunch numbers will be input via the touchpad by a staff member.
Utensils, napkins, and all food (including milk) will be placed on student trays by a staff
member.
Salad bar (if provided) will be served by a staff member. Self-serve will NOT be permitted.
Tables will be disinfected between class groups.
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Guiding Principles & Phased Approach
Phase
Infection
Risk Level

Phase IV
Lowest Risk

Phase III

Phase II

Moderate Risk

Elevated Risk

Highest Risk

No confirmed active cases;
Monitor activities within the
community and the
region. Prepare for
responsive action.

Cases confirmed; Consideration
of limited student and staff
interactions and travel. Monitor
implications.

Case numbers growing;
Consider limited student
and staff interactions using
distancing guidelines. All
are encouraged to wear
face masks. Activities, field
trips, and events
postponed.

Cases spreading
rapidly; Strict stay at
home and social
distancing guidelines
applied. Suspend all
district events and
activities.

District open as usual.

District function limitations
initiated.

District functions are
seriously limited.

District Closed.

None

Minimal to Moderate

Minimal to Moderate

Substantial

CDC
Information

There are 5+ cases of
community-acquired
COVID-19 County or a
district group of cases
in a single area.

Community
Spread
COVID-19 cases may
occur in the community,
but there is NO community
transmission.

Rationale

Open for all
Practices/Events/Travel

There are 1-4 cases of
community-acquired COVID-19

There are 1-4 cases of
community-acquired
COVID-19

Practices/Events/Limited Travel/

Practice/No Travel/No
Events

In the event directed health
measures require social
distancing in the facilities or
limiting the numbers of students
in a gymnasium or fields.

In the event directed health
measures require social
distancing in the facilities or
limiting the numbers of
students in a gymnasium or
fields.

No School/No
Practice/No Events
closed due to unsafe
conditions.

Option 1 Tier 1 & 2 (essential &
preferred) allowed at events/
Tier 3 (Non-essential) not
allowed to attend events.

Event
Attendance
All Events and Tiers open
Tier

Phase I

Option 2 - Tier 1 & 2 (essential
& preferred) allowed at events/
Tier 3 (Non-essential) allowed
to attend events in limited
capacity.

No Events closed due to
unsafe conditions.

No Events closed due
to unsafe conditions.
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Thresholds for Decisions
On School Status
THRESHOLD 1

THRESHOLD 2

THRESHOLD 3

LOW/MILD
SPREAD

MODERATE SPREAD

SUBSTANTIAL SPREAD

PHASE 1

PHASE 2

PHASE 3



Schools
Open





Schools Open (with
increased safety
measures to Phase 1)
Individual classrooms
or departments may be
closed






Buildings closed to students
Schools implement 100% distance
learning for Option A students
Schools return to phase 2 after 14 days
Decisions on all staff reporting vs.
closing buildings will be handled by the
Superintendent’s office case-by-case.

10 | P a g e

EDUCATIONAL DELIVERY



PHASE 1

PHASE 2

PHASE 3

SCHOOL OPEN

SCHOOL OPEN

SCHOOL CLOSED

OPTION A:

OPTION A:

OPTION A:

Traditional face-to-face
instruction



OPTION B:


Actively enrolled distance
learner (registered student
of the District).
o Contract required
o Non-district
instructor.
o Curriculum provided
is based on state
standards

Traditional face-toface instruction



Students and teachers will
move to distance learning
for designated number of
days based on data

OPTION B:


Status for an
actively enrolled
distance learner
does not change.

OPTION B:


Status for an actively
enrolled distance learner
does not change.
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INSTRUCTIONAL INFORMATION









PHASE 1

PHASE 2

PHASE 3

SCHOOL OPEN

SCHOOL OPEN

SCHOOL CLOSED

Inform parents that Google
Classroom/SeeSaw is the
distance learning platform.
Integrate Distance Learning
methods into regular instruction
Distribute 1:1 technology (grades
7-12); distribute mobile cart
devices.
Continued staff development on
distance learning tools.
Instruct students on
schedules/responsibilities etc.
should Phase 2 or 3 be initiated.







Inform parents/families of
increased safety
measures by building.
Increase isolation
measures by
building/classroom.
Increase use of Distance
Learning tools within
classrooms





Inform
parents/families of the
move to closure
Initiate distance
learning using Google
Classroom and
SeeSaw
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HEALTH PROTOCOLS




PHASE 1

PHASE 2

PHASE 3

SCHOOL OPEN

SCHOOL OPEN

SCHOOL
CLOSED

STAFF

STAFF

Face-coverings required in
specific areas.
Health screening and
temperature check completed at
home
o Early notification to the
district to ensure proper
coverage




STUDENTS






Face-coverings required in
specific areas.
Health screenings must be
completed at home
Temperature checks by school
personnel when symptoms are
observed.
Temperatures greater than
100.3 will be sent home
o School: students will be
isolated for parent pickup

Face-coverings required in
specific areas.
Health screening and
temperature check completed at
home
o Early notification to the
district to ensure proper
coverage



Not applicable,
schools closed

STUDENTS






Face-coverings required in
specific areas.
Health screenings must be
completed at home
Temperature checks by school
personnel when symptoms are
observed.
Temperatures greater than
100.3 will be sent home
o School: students will be
isolated for parent pickup
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PHYSICAL DISTANCING GROUP SIZE














PHASE 1

PHASE 2

PHASE 3

SCHOOL OPEN

SCHOOL OPEN

SCHOOL
CLOSED

Staff will reconfigure classrooms
to protect students as space
allows.
Social distancing where possible
o Wear mask per District
Health Protocols
Scheduled movement where
possible (classes, hallways,
Common areas)
Limited mass gatherings
NO field trips
COVID-19 hygiene education
Stagger recess, lunch, specials
schedules
Special Services will continue as
pull-out services
All desks face one way or face-toface with shield














Staff will reconfigure classrooms
to protect students as space
allows.
Social distancing where possible
o Wear mask per District
Health Protocols
Minimized movement where
possible (classes, hallways,
Common areas)
NO assemblies
NO field trips
Heightened COVID-19 hygiene
education
Stagger recess, lunch, specials
schedules
Special Services will continue as
pull-out services
All desks face one way or face-toface with shield



Not applicable,
schools closed
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CLEANING PROTOCOL








PHASE 1

PHASE 2

PHASE 3

SCHOOL OPEN

SCHOOL OPEN

SCHOOL CLOSED

Increased cleaning of
frequently touched
surfaces
Nightly disinfecting of
classrooms and common
areas.
Installation of hand
sanitizing stations.
Sanitation wipes or sprays
provided in every
classroom







Increased cleaning of
surfaces
Nightly disinfecting of
classrooms and common
areas.
Installation of hand
sanitizing stations.
Sanitation wipes or sprays
provided in every
classroom



Schools will be thoroughly
cleaned, disinfected and secured
until reopening.
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ACCESS TO BUILDINGS







PHASE 1

PHASE 2

PHASE 3

SCHOOL OPEN

SCHOOL OPEN

SCHOOL
CLOSED

VISITORS

VISITORS

No visitors past entry point.

No visitors past entry point.

Limited visitor access (by
appointment; official school
business only) face-covering
required.
Late Arrivalo Guardian will bring student
no further than vestibule.
Early Pick-upo Guardian will enter the
vestibule and wait for
student.







FACILITY USE AGREEMENTS


Suspended until further notice

Limited visitor access (by
appointment; official school
business only) face-covering
required.
Late Arrivalo Guardian will bring student
no further than vestibule.
Early Pick-upo Guardian will enter the
vestibule and wait for
student.



Not applicable,
schools closed

FACILITY USE AGREEMENTS


Suspended until further notice
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TRANSPORTATION








PHASE 1

PHASE 2

PHASE 3

SCHOOL OPEN

SCHOOL OPEN

SCHOOL
CLOSED

Normal bus routes
Staff required to wear face
coverings
Students required to wear face
coverings
Bus Stops
o Socially distanced
o Wear face coverings
District vehicles will be sanitized
after each use








Normal bus routes
Staff required to wear face
coverings
Students required to wear face
coverings
Bus Stops
o Socially distanced
o Wear face coverings
District vehicles will be sanitized
after each use.



No Student
Transport
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FOOD SERVICES











PHASE 1

PHASE 2

PHASE 3

SCHOOL OPEN

SCHOOL OPEN

SCHOOL CLOSED

Staff required to wear facecoverings in specific areas.
Breakfast and lunch served in
Commons, elementary gym,
and classrooms.
Extend sneeze guards to
counter level and adding to
the height where necessary.
Cashier will wear face shields
or positioned behind a
Plexiglas shield.
Staff will input student lunch
numbers.
Additional eating space to
maintain social distance
protocol










Staff required to wear facecoverings.
Breakfast and lunch served
in Commons
Extend sneeze guards to
counter level and adding to
the height where necessary.
Cashiers will wear face
shields or positioned behind
a Plexiglas shield.
Staff will input student lunch
numbers.
Additional eating space to
maintain social distance
protocol



Grab-n-Go meal
delivery reinstated in
elementary gym.
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ACTIVITIES / FACILITY USE











PHASE 1

PHASE 2

PHASE 3

SCHOOL OPEN

SCHOOL OPEN

SCHOOL
CLOSED

Activities in full session
Regular/limited spectator
attendance
Pre-participation waiver signed by
student and guardian
Pre-participation screening before
AM practices/events
Hand sanitizing by all participants
during each water break
Equipment/surface/room sanitized
after each practice or event
Face-coverings required for all
coaches and managers in specific
areas.
Face-coverings required on all bus
rides. (Parents have option to
deliver students to event site)





Modified participation utilizing
CDC/SDDOH/SDHSAA and
local guidelines
Limited spectator attendance.
Events will be broadcast via
Bearcats TV.



Activities
suspended
until further
notice
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION & HEALTH
GUIDANCE
The Department of Education is partnering with the Department of
Health and K-12 school leaders to provide guidance for reopening
and daily operations in SY 2020-21, recognizing that schools will
need to be flexible and adjust to changing conditions. Special
thanks to the K-12 practitioners who are assisting in this process.

STARTING WELL DOCUMENTS:

All documents

provided to schools by the SD Department of Education and SD
Department of Health.
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COVID-19 MITIGATION IN SCHOOLS
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SCHOOL SCENARIOS
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WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF…

INITIATING A CASE INVESTIGATION
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ISOLATION VERSUS QUARANTINE
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STUDENT SYMPTOM SCREENING CHECKLIST
Parents must complete a daily symptom screening check by answering these questions before
sending their child to school.
Has your child had close contact (within 6 feet for at
least 15 minutes) with a confirmed case of COVID19?

_______
YES

______
NO

Does your child have chills or a fever of 100.4 or
greater?

_______
YES

______
NO

Does your child have new or worsening cough?

_______
YES

______
NO

Does your child have shortness of breath or difficulty
breathing?

_______
YES

______
NO

Is your child experiencing fatigue?

_______
YES

______
NO

Does your child have unexplained muscle or body
aches?

_______
YES

______
NO

Does your child have a headache (not related to a
known health condition i.e. migraines)?

_______
YES

______
NO

Does your child have a new loss of taste or smell?

_______
YES

______
NO

Does your child have a sore throat?

_______
YES

______
NO

Has your child been experiencing nausea or vomiting?

_______
YES

______
NO

Does your child have diarrhea?

_______
YES

______
NO

*Based on CDC guidelines from 5-13-20

If YES to ANY of the questions DO NOT SEND YOUR CHILD
TO SCHOOL. Please seek guidance from your medical provider. Contact your
school to inform them of your child’s symptoms. You may also contact the South
Dakota Department of Health at 1-800-592-1861 with questions.

If NO to ALL questions go to school.
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